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Pollack lived out his days 

with his wife Lee Krasner 

in The Springs, near East 

Hampton. Their home and 

his studio is now a study 

center that can be visited 

most summer weekends. 
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Finding meaning in Jackson Pollock’s
world of chaos  b y  DR E W  MO S S

JA SON STR A NA H A N, a physical education 
teacher at Manhasset High School during the 
1930s, introduced a new sport to his pupils. It was 
one he picked up as an undergrad at Union College 
in upstate New York, consisting of a rubber ball 
and crooked wooden sticks. The game Stranahan 
was teaching his students was lacrosse, and once 
it was unleashed upon an unsuspecting group of 
teenagers, Long Island would never be the same.

Fast forward a few decades and lacrosse has 
become as synonymous with Long Island as heav-
enly bagels and snarling tra�  c. Every kid from 
the Gold Coast to Orient Point picks up a stick 
at some point—the Island has been transformed 
into a lacrosse factory, each year mass-producing 
a new bumper crop of elite players. High school 
teams across Nassau and Su� olk are consistently 
ranked among the best in the nation and college 
rosters are littered with Island natives. But the 
apex of any sport is the professional level, and 
that’s where New York’s pro team—consisting of 
many born and bred Long Islanders—has shown 
just how dominant our region is at the sport with 
the rubber ball and crooked sticks. The New York 
Lizards were one of the founding members of Ma-
jor League Lacrosse when it was established in 
2001, even winning the inaugural championship. 
Since then, they have been a mainstay in a league 
that has seen several teams fold and have consis-
tently drawn strong crowds to their home fi eld at 
Hofstra’s James M. Shuart Stadium. Yet for all 
their early success (four championship appear-
ances in the Jason Stranahan, a physical educa-
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SOMETIMES A SPACE W ITH “GOOD BONES” 
can be found in unexpected places. Designer Bar-
bara Lewis discovered this while house hunting 
in Glen Cove when she stumbled upon a former 
doctor’s o�  ce for sale. Whereas the back of the 
building was used as a residence, the front had 
been split up into small examination rooms and 
workspaces. Yet the seasoned designer could tell 
the fl oor plan could be adjusted to accommodate 
the openness she was looking for. “This really 
o� ered that possibility. And the beauty of it is 
that there is not one dead-end room in this entire 
house…it’s just one continuous fl ow.”

An existing stone fi replace in the back of the 
house was the initial inspiration. Lewis knew the 
double-story great room, tucked away behind a 
narrow doorway, could become the focal point 
for the house. “It was hidden. You didn’t know the 
room was there…I wanted that room to be visible 
from the entry hall when you walked in.” After 
several revisions of the fl oor plan, that goal was 
realized and the great room’s rustic fi replace and 
beamed ceilings served as a jumping o�  point for 
the décor throughout the rest of the downstairs.

Wanting an eclectic mix of timeless pieces 
and modern touches, Barbara and her daughter 
Meredith Lewis (the duo behind Lewis Design 
Group) sought to unite the various rooms with a 
mix of antique pieces, family favorites and updat-
ed fabrics. “We like to do things that are classic, 
but have a little bit of panache as well,” Barbara 
said. “Something current and youthful…so that it 
doesn’t look staid and passé.”

They started with refi nishing some of Barba-
ra’s treasured pieces, including a pair of sofas 
she received as a wedding gift from her father, 

A former private practice in 
Glen Cove gets transformed 
into a dream home
by  K AT E  T R AV E R S O N

Décor 

Doctor

The Lewis Design Group 

used neutral bases of beige 

and brown to build upon 

with layers of texture and 

color. Patterns of both 

contemporary and classic 

motifs interplay on textiles, 

carpeting and ceilings 

throughout the home.
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who was in the furniture business. In search 
of more casual feel, the original white damask 
was replaced with a more rustic, slub silk and 
trimmed with chocolate brown tape. Similarly, 
a pair of bergère chairs in the living room was 
reupholstered in a modern animal print cut 
velvet by Cowtan & Tout. For a pop of person-
ality, the backs are covered in linen and paint-
ed with the family’s monogram. Considering 
all of the changes, Barbara’s friends didn’t 
even recognize the same furniture from her 
previous house. “They thought I had bought 
everything new!”

The result is a mixed and matched blend of 
warm, inviting tones ranging from chocolate 
brown mohair club chairs to pops of orange 
on throw pillows. Touches of natural finishes 
such as raffia, leather and bamboo echo the 
raw feel of the stone fireplace. But they are bal-
anced by the refined contrast of formal details 
like chinoiserie curtains in the dining room or 
an antique English library table.

According to the design duo, the real secret 
to mastering the collected look is finishing 
each space with an unexpected element. A 
piece of modern art among classical furniture 
or a funky fabric on a traditional silhouette 
keep the eye engaged. “It’s always great to have 
one exclamation point in the room.”

TOP: The beige/brown base continues, this time enhancing the natural stone 

fireplace and exposed wood floors and vaulted ceiling beams. The television 

becomes less of an eyesore and more of an accent when surrounded by a frame.

BOTTOM: Lewis’ dining chairs were updated with Cowtan & Tout’s Rajah fabric for 

a modern twist. The printed ceiling is an unexpected punch of pattern that draws 

the eye upward.
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